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TRUMPETING THE VOLUNTARY:

SOCIAL CONSCIENCE AND THE THIRD SECTOR

14th-16th July 2008
A Cumberland Lodge Conference,

70 people gathered at Cumberland Lodge over the course of three days to discuss the current state of the Voluntary and Community (the ‘Third’) Sector.  The conference comprehensively examined the issues facing the sector: including the increasing role of the Voluntary Sector in the provision of public services; the amount of Government funding in the sector, and the tensions this may cause; the role of entrepreneurship and private sector business models in the sector; the changing nature of motivations of people who contribute to the sector; and the wider role of the sector in regenerating civic values.
The discussions highlighted the diversity of opinions: where some feared that the organisations in the sector were becoming sub-contractors of the state, others saw the opportunity to negotiate with government for the benefit of society.  Some people expressed doubt that voluntary activity could be regulated, others felt that government targets actually helped to make it actively seek innovative ways to encourage volunteering.  The impact of ‘contract-culture’ and the rise of consumerism on the sector was evaluated: for some, contractual relationships meant the impoverishment of social value; for others the analysis offered new ways of harnessing the motivations of volunteers, particularly among young people.
In short, the conference offered the opportunity to air the differing views of the sector: the contributions were marked by their honesty and by people’s willingness to engage constructively with those with whom they disagreed.
Owen Gower, King George VI Fellow
A longer report will be published shortly, once the speakers have agreed the content.

Conference Programme

             Philanthropy and the State: Paradox or Partnership? 
   

Plenary 1

      Chair  - Dr. Alastair Niven, Principal, Cumberland Lodge 


Ann Blackmore, Head of Policy, National Council for Voluntary Organisations

Baroness Prashar, Chairman, Judicial Appointments Commission

Policy, Passion and Public Services





Plenary 2
      Chair  - Professor Alex Marsh, Head of the School for Public Policy, University of Bristol


Lord Mawson, Founder, Bromley by Bow Centre

Funding the Third Sector






Plenary 3
      Chair  -  Owen Gower, King George VI Fellow, Cumberland Lodge

Robert Whelan, Deputy Director, Civitas

Stuart Etherington, CEO, National Council for Voluntary Organisations

Capitalism without the Profit:  





Plenary 4


Is the Private Sector a Rival or a Role-Model?
      Chair – Caroline Cooke, Head of Engagement and Foresight, Charity Commission

                 Stephen Bubb, CEO, Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary Organisations


Seamus Kelly, Deputy Commissioner, St. John Ambulance


How to make Public Sector Partnerships work



Plenary 5
       Chair – Professor Michael Hughes, Director of Studies, Audit Commission


Amanda Little, 
Senior Policy Manager, Communities, London Development Agency


Pat Samuel, Deputy Director, Public Sector Partnerships, Office of the Third Sector


Consumerism in the Third Sector: 





Plenary 6


Changing Expectations and Motivations
       Chair – Dr. Hamish Cameron, Trustee, Joint Educational Trust



Professor Bill Jordan, Plymouth University


Angela Ellis Paine, Assistant Director, Institute for Volunteering Research

Social Cohesion, Civil Society and Volunteerism



Plenary 7
       Chair – Paul Allen, CEO Abbeyfield


Lynne Berry, Chief Executive, WRVS

Sarah Benioff, Deputy Director, Participation, Office of the Third Sector

Pricked Consciences:  How to Turn Concern into Action

Plenary 8

       Chair  - Professor Pete Alcock, University of Birmingham


Dr. Stella Creasy, Head, Research and Development at INVOLVE

Dame Elisabeth Hoodless, Executive Director, Community Service Volunteers
Some testimonials:

“It was an exceptional conference – really outstanding.  The quality of the presentation and debate was excellent and Cumberland Lodge was the perfect venue for it.  Fantastic food was a bonus – thank you.” 

Caroline Cooke, Charity Commission

“Cumberland Lodge provides the space for reflection and analysis of significant policy issues”

Stuart Etherington, NCVO

“It is a rare thing, in this ‘instrumentalist age’, to find such a quality opportunity and setting for pursuing this kind of measured, thoughtful and well-informed consideration of broader, ethical questions”

Revd Paul Trathen, Faith in Action

“A hot bed of diverse views, opinions and beliefs fuelling extremely interesting debate!”

Stella Burgess, Elmbridge Borough Council

“Inspirational and confidence building conference which was full of learning.  Excellent key speakers who challenged my views on the Third Sector”

Keith Adams, Carlyle Carers’ Association
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