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Brief notes on some of the points made by speakers.
Terrorism does not necessarily kill a large number of people; the responses to a terrorist act may be what make it effective. For example, it may be effective in dividing a society, disrupting a peace process, or creating widespread fear. 

Research into terrorism over recent years shows a pattern of fewer terrorists acts, but an increasing number of casualties in each case.

Today terrorism is generally transnational in nature and exploits the use of modern technology.

In terms of wealth, education and background there are no discernable similarities between extremists. The only common factor seems to be that they all embrace Islam at a time of personal crisis. 

Is Islam the problem; or does the problem lie in the lack of social integration of Muslim individuals? One speaker suggested that our integration model has failed, that there has been a strong sense of alienation among Muslim communities in Britain and France.

‘Jihad’ does not necessarily refer to terrorist acts. It may be expressed as ideological struggle in places such as Bosnia and Kasmir; as directed against national governments; or as transnational terrorists’ violence. 

To assume that there is an intrinsic problem in Islam that pre-disposes it to violence is not helpful; while moral justification for terrorists acts may be found in a corpus of beliefs, the causes have more to do with politics. 

The phrase ‘war on terror’ is most unfortunate, dignifying a struggle with a grandeur and heroism it should not be given. It can also be used as a way of trying to justify overturning some of our long-established legal traditions. It was also suggested that we should not use the word ‘jihad’ as it seems to endorse the righteous attitudes of suicide bombers. 

We should not underestimate the anger generated by Western foreign policy; it was suggested that this goes a long way to explaining the ‘homegrown’ terrorism in Britain. Failed states which are weak economically, politically and socially are also significant breeding grounds for terrorists. 

Some people say that the West brings terrorism down on itself by its self-loathing and gutlessness. Is Europe too decadent or liberal? We might need to ask ourselves more directly: what are we for, what do we defend? 

How can we counter the negative narrative which extremists believe? Can we do so through better education  in our schools? It might help if we promoted a more rounded and historically accurate view of different religions, especially Islam.    

It was noted that extremists usually come from the second and third general of immigrants, those who tend to reject initially the religion of their parents. 

Most militants know very little about Islam, they follow charismatic leaders and ideas. They reject moderate Muslim views. 

