
 

Where I come from  

 

photographs of immigrants’ children 

 

For centuries men and women have come to Britain in search of a better life. Now 

immigrants and their children are changing the face of Britain. These photographs 

of the new generation with their families record the distance travelled and the 

love and commitment which have got the children where they are.  

Smiling for the camera may not be art, but I couldn't stop them. These images are 

a celebration and, as one sitter said, an act of love. Sometimes the smiles hide 

stories of hardship, or the search for equal opportunity or belonging. Now the 

parents watch as their children take advantage of the opportunities denied to 

them.  

Will this generation change Britain? They already have. They will be the business 

executives, academics, bankers, politicians, judges and doctors of Britain’s future. 

What will their success mean in the long history of migration in search of 

opportunity? The photographs don't say. They just mark a moment in the journey. 

Nevertheless, this is an optimistic exhibition for a pessimistic time. 
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Bill Knight OBE is a photographer of people. His last exhibition ‘The Refugee’s Gift’ was shown at 

St. Martin- in-the-Fields gallery in London’s Trafalgar Square and other locations including St 

George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle at Easter 2016. One of the images from that exhibition is now 

in the National Portrait Gallery collection. The image ’Vanessa and Vivian’ shown on page 4 was 

one of the winning images in ‘Portrait of Britain’ shown in railway stations and shopping malls 

throughout the UK in September and October 2016.  

 



Alpesh Varsani is a graduate from the London School of Economics who works in investment 

banking. His father Ram was born in India. Ram first came to the United Kingdom when he was 

four years old but returned to India while he was still a boy to train as a Sadhu or holy man. He 

stayed there for ten years but he was exploited and harshly treated and eventually ran away. 

He returned to this country, but without a proper education it was difficult for him to find a 

worthwhile job. However, he started to work in Indian shops and eventually acquired his own 

hardware store. Open every day of the year except Christmas Day, the shop has provided the 

family with a good living. 

 

 



 

 

 

Sengova Kailondo is a lawyer with a degree from London University. His ancestor Kai Londo 

was a great warrior in Sierra Leone - a man of whom a British official said in 1890 that he was ‘a 

powerful and mighty man of war, but understanding what was for the lasting interest of his 

people…. a chief who was never spoken of except in the highest terms.’ Sengova’s name means 

wise chief. He is photographed with his parents Nellie and James in their flat. They are both 

nurses and they came to England from Sierra Leone escaping civil unrest. They believe that 

Sengova simply has to take his opportunities ‘which he will do by God’s grace.’ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vanessa Babirye was photographed at the Royal Court Theatre in London with her eldest sister Vivian. 

Vanessa, standing behind Vivian, is an actor whose latest tv appearance is in Ackee & Saltfish. She was 

inspired to become an actor through Shakespeare at school and appeared as Tybalt in the 2014 National 

Theatre production of Romeo and Juliet. Vivian is three years older. She has a learning disability and is a 

community support worker. The family came from Kampala, mother died in 2010. Vanessa says that 

Vivian is the happiest person you will ever meet.  

 



 

 

Leonie Campbell-King was laughed at by her teacher when she said she was going to be a top City 

lawyer. Now she has a law degree from London University and is a trainee at a large City law firm. Her 

mother Ruth is a nurse specialising in TB. She is Leonie's great supporter but even she was taken aback 

at her daughter's career choice - 'darling they all take cocaine!' Leonie's father Floyd is Afro-Caribbean 

and lives in St Vincent. Leonie and Ruth were photographed in London's Tower Hamlets outside the 

flats where Leonie was brought up. Ruth is very proud of her daughter but does not want to claim too 

much credit for her hard work and achievements. 'She was born under a lucky star.' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Timi Dorgu has a degree in international business from Warwick University and works as a brand 

manager. He came here from Nigeria with his family in 1989 when he was less than one year old. His 

father Karowei left his career as a doctor in Nigeria to come to the United Kingdom as a missionary. 

Karowei is Vicar of St John the Evangelist in Holloway, where this photograph was taken. He wears the 

robes of his office as Prebendary of Islington with a seat at St Paul’s Cathedral, an office awarded for 

long and dedicated service to the diocese. Karowei does not regret abandoning his medical career. He 

says that there is more to life than material prosperity. 

 


