
In partnership with The Kaleidoscope
Trust, international students, global
advocates, charity leaders, academics
and policy influencers will come
together to discuss progress on
LGBTQI+ rights in the Commonwealth. 

Freedom & Sexuality: 
LGBTQI+ Rights in the Commonwealth 

26 - 27 February 2018

The conference ‘Freedom & Sexuality: LGBTQI+ rights
in the Commonwealth’ aims to give a voice to LGBTI+
communities across the Commonwealth and to
support joint advocacy in identifying a Commonwealth
solution to a Commonwealth problem. 

Cumberland Lodge will convene a two day residential
conference for 40 international students studying in the
UK who have demonstrated their potential as
emerging leaders. This event will also bring together
established advocates, NGOs, and policy makers. 

This event will give participants the opportunity to
influence policy on LGBTQI+ rights. The findings of this
project will help to inform The Kaleidoscope Trust's
engagement with the 2018 Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting (CHoGM). 

More broadly, we aim to support the understanding of
the nature of prejudice against LGBTQI+ persons in
different parts of the world. Participants will form an
in-depth understanding of the importance of global
LGBTQI+ rights, and will be empowered to become
advocates of human rights in their universities and
home countries.

The programme will address such questions
as:
The importance of freedom & sexuality•
How best to safeguard the rights of•
LGBTQI+ people
How LGBTQI+ activists are working across•
the Commonwealth to support change at
the local, national and international level
How does freedom and sexuality intersect•
with other freedoms and human rights?

Convened under the Chatham House rule, this
will be an opportunity to explore the challenges
policy-makers and advocacy groups have in
reforming the socio-legal environments within
different cultural and political situations. 
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What the Programme involves:

Two day residential conference at Cumberland Lodge, Windsor•
Great Park, 26 - 27 February 2018.  You must be able to attend
both days of the residential
The conference will include lectures, workshops, and peer-to-peer•
learning with a focus on LGBTQI+ rights in the Commonwealth 
40 high-potential student candidates are selected and supported•
in gaining an in-depth understanding of the importance of
LGBTQI+ rights in relation to freedom & sexuality
The conference will bring together students with leadership skills•
and established representatives from advocacy groups, NGOs, and
policy makers.
Analysis of practical responses to violations of LGBTQI+ rights in•
the Commonwealth

Benefits of the Programme:

Development of intellectual leadership skills•
The chance to work collaboratively and build peer networks•
Networking opportunities with senior advocates, NGO leaders•
and policy influencers 
Opportunities for intercultural exchange•
Development of advocacy skills•
Free food, accommodation* and a travel support bursary •

*Please note accommodation will be shared occupancy. You will only be asked to
share accomodation with someone of the same sex.

How to apply:

Applications are open to international postgraduate students currently
studying in the UK

For further information and to apply for the programme please visit
the Cumberland Lodge website. The closing date for applications is
5pm 23 January 2018
www.cumberlandlodge.ac.uk/freedomsexuality

If the answer to your query is not available on our website please
contact: Hannah Breeze hbreeze@cumberlandlodge.ac.uk.

About Cumberland Lodge

Cumberland Lodge is an educational
foundation based in a former royal
residence in Windsor Great Park.
Founded in 1947, we promote cross-
disciplinary debate and discussion on
the causes and effects of social
divisions, to help build more open,
peaceful and inclusive societies. We
welcome over 4,000 students from
around the world each year as part of
our programme of educational
conferences and events.

About the Freedom Series

Our 2017/18 series explores
‘Freedom’ and its place in peaceful,
open and inclusive societies. What
causes people to exploit, discriminate
against and curtail the freedom of
others? How can we safeguard the
rights of people everywhere to
express who they are and what they
believe?

We approach ‘Freedom’ from a range
of contemporary perspectives,  and
through a diverse programme of
inter-disciplinary study retreats
conferences, lectures, and seminars.


