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Welcome
It’s wonderful that so many of us can come together this evening, 
in person and online, to celebrate the life of the distinguished 
judge and former Visitor of Cumberland Lodge, Sir John Laws. 
We’re doing so by taking part in something Sir John enjoyed very 
much – mooting. For those unfamiliar with a moot, it’s a mock 
court hearing designed to give courtroom experience to law 
students, especially those training to become barristers.

Since the 1960s, the Inns of Court have come to Cumberland 
Lodge for advocacy training weekends. Many of this country’s 
barristers and judges – including Sir John – will have taken part 
in moots here. On one occasion, Regina v Goldilocks, Regina 
herself was even present to witness Goldilocks’ appeal against 
her conviction for breaking and entering, theft, and destruction 
of property.

We are extremely grateful to Alastair Hodge for preparing 
today's hearing, Regina v Billy Goat I. To ensure that justice is done 
we are joined by three of the country’s most senior judges, two 
leading QCs, and the winners of the school student mooting 
competition run by the legal social mobility charity BVL (Big Voice 
London) in association with the Supreme Court.

Sir John (often accompanied by his wife, Sophie) enjoyed 
numerous discussions with young people at Cumberland Lodge 
on the issues of the day. Proceeds from this evening’s moot 
will be used to develop our work with students, particularly to 
enable those from disadvantaged backgrounds to take part in our 
activities. If you would like to support us by making a donation in 
Sir John’s memory, it would be greatly appreciated. 

I hope you find this event, as Sir John would have wished, both 
intellectually stimulating and fun.

Canon Dr Edmund Newell
Chief Executive
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Remembering Sir John Laws

I am delighted that Cumberland Lodge is hosting tonight’s moot 
in honour of my beloved and brilliant father, John. He had a long 
history with the Lodge: he attended its moot weekends as a 
young Bar student, chaired the Inner Temple Cumberland Lodge 
Committee for a decade and was subsequently appointed Visitor, 
an honorary position previously held by Princess Margaret, 
which he delighted in for the last 17 years of his life. I recall him 
hosting raucous tables in the Lodge’s bar – fondly addressing 
both students and the fellow judiciary as “my dear boy/dear girl” 
and enthusiastically singing Gilbert & Sullivan in the after-dinner 
entertainment. 

Tonight’s legal caper – from the Latin 'capra' meaning 'billy goat' 
– would have tickled him enormously. The subject stemmed 
from his delight in all things eccentric and in particular two 
incidents involving the grotesque mythical creatures and curious 
ruminants. Stuart Catchpole QC, my father’s pupil (1987 – 1988), 
recalls him sitting in the House of Lords with a pencil in his hand, 
topped by a troll that I had given him – a popular contemporary 
children’s toy – resplendent with its garish fuchsia hair and 
jovial, naked countenance. Our family holiday home on the 
island of Andros in Greece was built next to a ramshackle farm 
and was plagued by errant goats which would eat his precious 

geraniums. In fact, I would say that my father 
would regularly demonstrate typical goat qualities 

of strong-mindedness, singleness of purpose, a 
canny ability to seek out gaps in arguments and thrive 
in challenging terrains.

Since his death in April 2020, I have received many 
wonderful accounts of my father from people all over the 

world. The common consensus was that he was one of 
the greatest legal intellects who challenged the status quo, 

resplendent in colourful ties and socks. In 1984 aged three, 
I declared I didn’t want to be a “boring barrister like Daddy 

when I grow up”. Although I was correct in that I didn’t follow in 

his footsteps with a legal career, my description of him as boring 
was nothing short of toddler irascibility. He was electric and 
ever enquiring. The concept of bland would never feature in his 
personal lexicon, let alone on his coat of arms created for his year 
as Treasurer of The Inner Temple in 2010. Featuring an Attic owl 
to represent his love of Greece and wisdom, Edward Lear’s pussy 
cat after his fondness for felines, a devil as a nod to his time as 
Treasury Devil, and the epigrammatic motto, ‘leges honorandae’ 
(the LAWS must be obeyed), he was the antithesis of boring.  

I wanted to thank all the participants for their involvement in 
tonight’s event. I am thrilled to be partnering with Big Voice 
London as my father was a huge advocate of young lawyers and 
always gave them a kindly and encouraging ear. I am also hugely 
grateful for the time and involvement of the eminent judges and 
QCs which make up the court. Mostly, I am thrilled that his legacy 
continues to influence, engage and humour today, back in the 
very place where he himself started his legal career. 

Margaret Grace McKenzie Laws

February 2022
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In the Court of Appeal 
(Criminal Division)

Regina v Billy Goat I
The Defendant, Billy Goat I, lived with his two brothers, Billy 
Goat II and Billy Goat III in a field.

Due to a combination of pandemic times and arguably negligent 
agricultural maintenance, there was almost no grass left for them 
to eat in the field.

The Defendant and his brothers grew increasingly hungry. 
However, they knew that a neighbouring field was rich with juicy 
and nutritious grass. In order to access this field, they had to 
cross a stream.

The only means of crossing the stream was by way of a wooden 
bridge, under which lived the fearsome and hideous Mr Troll. 
The Defendant and his brothers knew that Mr Troll was 
extremely territorial and invariably ate anyone who attempted to 
cross his bridge.

The Defendant’s youngest brother, Billy Goat III, was the first to 
attempt to cross the bridge. 

According to the evidence given by Billy Goat III at trial, he was 
stopped abruptly by Mr Troll who threatened to gobble him up. 
However, he convinced Mr Troll to wait for his elder brother to 
cross the bridge, on the grounds that he was larger and would 
make for a more gratifying feast.

The Defendant’s younger brother, Billy Goat II, was next to cross 
the bridge.

According to the evidence given by Billy Goat II at trial, he 
was also stopped by Mr Troll and threatened in the same 
way. However, Mr Troll allowed Billy Goat II to pass, as he 
was informed that the Defendant was the largest of the three 
brothers and would make for the best feast.

The Defendant then attempted to cross the bridge.

According to the evidence given by the Defendant at trial, he too 
was stopped by Mr Troll and they had the following exchange:

MR TROLL: Who’s that clomping over my bridge?

DEFENDANT: It’s me. Billy Goat I. Who do you think you are?

MR TROLL: I’m Mr Troll and I’m going to eat you for breakfast, 
lunch and tea.

DEFENDANT: Oh no, you’re not.

MR TROLL: Oh, yes, I am. You’ll see.
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Mr Troll then rushed at the Defendant who bent his head and 
charged at Mr Troll, catching him up in his horns, killing him 
instantly and tossing him into the stream below.

The Defendant was charged with murder. At trial before Laws J in 
the Cumberland Lodge Crown Court, he ran the defence of self-
defence. The learned judge directed the jury to consider firstly 

“whether the Defendant’s use of force was a reasonable thing for 
him to have done” and, secondly, if so, was the force used by the 
Defendant reasonable in all the circumstances.

The jury answered the first question in the negative, leading to its 
rejection of the defence of self-defence.

The Defendant was therefore convicted of murder.

The Defendant now appeals to the Court of Appeal on the 
following two grounds:

(1) Laws J misdirected the jury in relation to the first limb of the 
statutory test for self-defence.

(2) Assuming that Laws J did so misdirect, viewed objectively, 
the force used was reasonable in all the circumstances and the 
proper verdict is one of manslaughter, rather than murder.

Professor Alastair Hodge

About Alastair
Alastair Hodge was called to the Bar in 1997 as a Barrister of the 
Inner Temple and was elected a Master of the Bench in 2014. He 
is a tenant at the Chambers of Jason Beer QC at 5 Essex Court 
and specialises in Employment Law.

He teaches oral and written advocacy at all levels, both nationally 
and internationally, and sits on the Inner Temple Advocacy 
Training Committee and the Education Committee for the Jersey 
Bar. He is also a Senior Adviser to the Advocacy Academy in 
Warsaw.

In 2016 he was appointed Professor of Advocacy at Nottingham 
Law School.

Our Court of Appeal

The Rt Hon Sir David Bean
Sir David was called to the Bar by Middle Temple in 1976, 
appointed a QC in 1997 and elected Chair of the Bar Council in 
2002.

He was appointed a High Court judge (Queen’s Bench Division) 
in 2004 and promoted to be a Lord Justice of Appeal in 2014. 
He was Chair of the Law Commission of England and Wales 
from 2015-18 and Treasurer (non-executive president) of Middle 
Temple in 2019.

His interests include opera, hill walking and books.

Her Honour Judge Anuja Dhir QC
Anuja Dhir practiced at the Bar for 23 years and developed a 
broad practice in crime and public law. She took silk in 2010 and 
was appointed as a bencher of Gray's Inn. In 2012 Anuja was 
appointed as a Circuit Judge.

In 2017, Anuja was appointed as the first non-white Old 
Bailey Judge. She is currently a commissioner on the Judicial 
Appointments Committee and is authorised to sit in the Court of 
Appeal Criminal Division.

Anuja has taught advocacy and been involved in training 
students and barristers all over the world for over 20 years. 
She is a freeman of the City of London and is member of the 
Haberdashers.
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Our mooting barristers

Kirsty Brimelow QC
Kirsty is the Vice-Chair of the Criminal Bar Association (incoming 
Chair September 2022). She was appointed Queen’s Counsel 
in 2011 and is former Chair of the Bar Human Rights Committee 
(2012-2018).

She is a Bencher of Gray’s Inn and elected member of its 
management committee. In 2021 Kirsty was appointed a Deputy 
High Court Judge.

Kirsty practises from Doughty Street Chambers in international 
human rights, criminal law, and public law. She also leads training 
in human rights.

She regularly gives expert evidence to parliamentary select 
committees. 

Simon Myerson QC
Simon has been a barrister since 1986, became a QC in 2003, and 
has sat as a recorder since 2001. He is a complete anachronism 
nowadays, because he practices in both civil (largely defamation 
and commercial fraud) and criminal (murder, harassment and 
fraud). He is a member of the NE Circuit and practices from 
Leeds and Manchester. 

He teaches advocacy for Middle Temple, of whose Education 
Committee he is vice-Chair, and he was the first diversity trainer 
on circuit. He has taught and written undergraduate courses on 
Judaism for the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

Back in the day, when he could have pupils, he had eight, although 
not all at once. He began the website “Pupillage and How To Get 
It”, to help applicants and to improve diversity at the Bar.

In his spare time he heads the Leeds Jewish Representative 
Council, because community is important. 

The Rt Hon Lady Justice Whipple
Dame Philippa Whipple was called to the Bar by Middle Temple 
in 1994 and practised from chambers at 1 Crown Office Row. She 
took silk in 2010 and continued to practice in a range of areas, 
including public law, medical law and tax.   

Her judicial career started in 2005 when she was appointed a 
recorder on the Western circuit to sit in crime. She became 
a deputy High Court Judge in 2013 and was appointed a High 
Court Judge in 2015, assigned to the Queen’s Bench Division. She 
was appointed to the Court of Appeal in 2021 and took up her 
appointment from November of that year. 

She was a Judicial Commissioner of the Judicial Appointments 
Commission from 2016-2019, a presiding judge on the South 
Eastern Circuit from 2018 to 2021, she is a bencher of Middle 
Temple and an honorary fellow of Merton College, Oxford. 
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About Cumberland Lodge

Founded in 1947, Cumberland Lodge is a charity that empowers 
people, through dialogue and debate, to tackle the causes 
and effects of social division. We break down silo thinking 
and incubate fresh ideas, to promote progress towards more 
peaceful, open and inclusive societies.

We convene timely, multi-sector conferences, seminars, 
webinars and panel discussions that engage people of all ages, 
backgrounds and perspectives in candid conversations on issues 
that affect us all.

We also commission rigorous, interdisciplinary research to guide 
our conversations, and help us to refine key themes of discussion 
into practical, policy-focused recommendations.

We actively involve students and young people in all aspects of 
our work, providing a wide range of opportunities to nurture 
their potential as future leaders and change-makers.

BVL (Big Voice London)

Our two mooting barristers below are representatives from BVL 
(Big Voice London), a social mobility charity, supporting  
students from non-fee paying schools to explore the UK legal  
system.

Ryan Brockwell-Low
Ryan Brockwell-Low is an International Baccalaureate student 
at Dartford Grammar School, where he studies six subjects 
full-time. He recently discovered BVL through his Law Society at 
school and is very interested in undertaking a course in criminal 
law when he reaches university, in order to become a solicitor 
later down the line.

Ryan likes to spend his time with the Royal Air Force Air Cadets, 
where he takes a leading role with a small team in running an 
evening for the younger cadets twice a week, as well as acting as a 
mentor towards the younger cadets and even teaching someone 
how to play a musical instrument.

Ryan is particularly interested in family and criminal law, due to 
his admiration for exciting court hearings and the way one would 
need to think quickly.

Ha-Linh Pham
Ha-Linh is a student in Year 13 and currently studies History, 
Politics, Geography and Business at A-level. She recently 
participated in the 2022 Big Voice London Mooting Competition 
and aspires to study law with business at university.

Her interest in law stemmed from completing work experience 
with the Crown Prosecution Service where she undertook case 
preparation and legal work. Outside of her academic studies, she 
attends the Debate Mate Graduate School and enjoys reselling.

@bvl_law
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Supporting our work

Since 1947, the generosity of our friends and supporters 
has been invaluable in supporting our charitable work.

Donate to Cumberland Lodge
Cumberland Lodge has been nurturing thought leadership, 
especially among young people, since 1947, with far-reaching 
influence and impact. In 2022, our 75th anniversary, the need 
to do so has become ever more pressing. Through our work 
with students and others, we seek to equip the next generation 
of leaders and influencers with the skills to think deeply about 
the issues that matter, and empower them to be advocates for 
social progress by involving them in discussions with leading 
practitioners, policy-makers and change-makers. As one young 
person associated with us puts it:

Being part of Cumberland Lodge has been one of the most fun and 
rewarding experiences of my PhD. The CL scholarship has allowed 
me to meet people from all walks of life and learn from experts 
outside of my research area. This has challenged me to think more 
broadly about how my work fits in with society at large, and how I 
can maximise the positive impact my research. – Anna Jungbluth, 
Cumberland Lodge Fellow 2019-21

You can donate online at justgiving.com/cumberlandlodge, or 
by text-giving from your phone or mobile device. To donate on 
mobile, text LODGE to 70085 to donate £5 (text charged at 
£5 plus a standard rate message). To donate £10, text  
LODGE 10 to the same number (text charged at £10 plus a 
standard rate message), or change the amount you would like to 
give, accordingly. To find out more about how you could support 
us or get involved in our work, please get in touch at enquiries@
cumberlandlodge.ac.uk

Become a Friend 

The Friends of  Cumberland Lodge is a community of  people 
who are closely involved in our activities and work. Via an annual 
contribution, you will be supporting the running of  our yearly 
series and educational programmes. Our Friends also enjoy priority 
invitations to our events, and a quarterly newsletter. 

You can find out more or join online today, at: cumberlandlodge.
ac.uk/about-us/friends-cumberland-lodge

Keep in touch 

Sign up here to read about our latest news, events, 
publications or venue hire offers, via e-newsletters and alerts: 
cumberlandlodge.ac.uk/keep-in-touch

The Constitutional Balance
In The Constitutional Balance, Sir John Laws has left a vivid and 
timely commentary on one of the most pressing issues in the 
legal world today.

The debate continues as to whether or not judges 
venture too far into issues of Government policy, 
and whether or not there are any limits on 
the power of the executive and the legislature 
to propose and enact legislation that unduly 
restricts fundamental freedoms in a democratic 
society subject to the rule of law.

Sir John draws on his life-long experience as a 
barrister, judge and academic, and on case-law 
and learning, to explain in vibrant and engaging 
terms how such a 'constitutional balance' 
might be achieved.

Copies of the book can be purchased from 
Bloomsbury using the discount code GLR 
A6AUK for a 20% discount.

http://justgiving.com/cumberlandlodge
mailto:enquiries%40cumberlandlodge.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:enquiries%40cumberlandlodge.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/constitutional-balance-9781509935451/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/constitutional-balance-9781509935451/


Cumberland Lodge empowers people 
to tackle the causes and effects of social 
division.

Since 1947, we have been breaking down silo thinking and 
building interdisciplinary, cross-sector networks that make a 
difference. We are an incubator of fresh ideas that promotes 
progress towards more peaceful, open and inclusive 
societies.

We actively involve young people in all aspects of our work,  
and our educational programmes nurture their potential as 
future leaders and change-makers.

Our stunning facilities are available to hire for residential or 
non-residential conferences, meetings and special events. 
Every booking helps to support our charitable work.

Cumberland Lodge
The Great Park
Windsor
Berkshire SL4 2HP
cumberlandlodge.ac.uk
enquiries@cumberlandlodge.ac.uk
01784 432316
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